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“The Kupferhof is the first respite care home for children with 
severe disabilities in Hamburg. The whole family can spend a 
few days here and experience a real sense of well-being. 
Modern LED lighting from Philips contributes to this by ensuring 
an attractive ambiance.”
Steffen Schumann, Vorstand Hände für Kinder e. V.



Project summary: 

Client & project

Hände für Kinder e. V. (Hands for Children)

Hamburg, Germany

Lighting solutions

Dynalite, Luminous Textile with Kvadrat Soft Cells,

CoreView Panels, LED CVC profile luminaires,

LuxSpace, LuxSpace Accent, Circle Light LED;

Bedroom lighting:  BIRDEY, myBuddy, TULMIS Lirio

Results

• modern lighting concept based on energy-efficient LEDs 

that completely remove any fire risk to the children

• physiologically effective lighting via dynamic-colour LEDs and 

daylight simulation 

• child-friendly atmosphere enhancing well-being

The client
The charity Hände für Kinder e. V. (“Hands for Children”) was 

founded in 2009 in order to create Hamburg’s first respite care 

home for children with severe disabilities. This goal was achieved 

in May 2013 in the form of the Kupferhof. In this modern facility, 

children and young people are provided with a short-term home, 

and their families are given the opportunity to have a break from 

their daily routine and to recharge their energy.

The challenge
The Kupferhof was bought and renovated in late 2011, exclusively 

funded by donations. The brief was to convert the former seminar 

building into a place where patients would feel well and at ease, filling 

a gap in care provision for children and young people with multiple 

disabilities. The care concept is based on intensive, and above all 

compassionate, in-patient respite care. 

With a daily programme completely tailored to the guests’ individual 

capabilities and mobility requirements, a child-friendly setup and 

assistive technology, everything is designed to make the stay as easy 

as possible for the children and young people. The lighting solution 

therefore had to be exciting and colourful, but also physiologically 

effective throughout the building, especially in the 12 children’s 

bedrooms, the relaxation, therapy and creative spaces and the dining 

room. High levels of energy efficiency were also requested in order to 

keep running costs as low as possible for the non-profit organisation. 

In addition, as a former stately home, special building conservation 

regulations and very strict fire safety requirements had to be taken 

into consideration.

The solution
A new lighting system was specially developed for the Kupferhof by 

Philips, generating dynamic-colour lighting in multiple locations 

throughout the building with various different LED luminaires. 

Dynamic Luminous Textile Panels provide fascinating light effects, 

with constantly changing child-friendly motifs, in the corridor of the 

children’s wing. All of the children’s bedrooms were fitted with 

indirect LED lighting above the window, producing a daylight effect in 

a natural way by means of varying settings. Decorative bedside lamps 

and nightlights with fantasy characters complete the child-friendly 

setup. The parents’ bedrooms were completely fitted out with 

Philips’ advanced hotel lighting range Eseo, featuring LED technology. 

The wide selection of lamps and luminaires produces a totally unique 

and always friendly lighting ambiance in every room of the building. 

The fire safety requirements were met by installing FP-Secure in the 

corridors. This is a combination of a high-quality FURAL fire protection 

ceiling and integrated, high-performance luminaires from Philips.

Special LED lighting creates a 
child-friendly ambiance



The results
Parents, children, staff, volunteers and visitors are as enthusiastic 

about the lighting solution’s richness in variation as they are about 

the caring design of this thoroughly modern respite care home. The 

indirect bedroom lighting with physiologically effective LED daylight 

simulation has proved itself to be especially helpful. It supports the 

children’s sleep-wake rhythm, while the colourful bedside lamps and 

nightlights evoke positive emotions. The “myBuddy” bedside table 

lights even teach children, in a fun way, to fall asleep and wake up at 

the right times. 

Thanks to the creation of a complete LED solution and the integration 

of FP-Secure, all cost and fire safety requirements could also be met. 

The lighting concept, uniquely developed for the Kupferhof, therefore 

represents a pioneering sustainable lighting concept for the care 

sector. 
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